
I still remember the hue and cry over the "I Want To Touch A Dog" campaign not too long
ago.

Touching a dog was considered extremely out of line for some people because it is haram
but ironically, it is perfectly fine to call others dogs or even mock people by putting a dog's
head on a human body. Not out of line, not haram either, apparently.

The Malaysia Super League has not even started yet. Well, the Piala Sumbangsih match
was considered a league match, but there was a trophy, so it is still like a Community
Shield, despite the points being calculated.

And so it began with a banner or a tifo of a dog looking all sharp in a Football Association
of Malaysia (FAM) official black suit, holding a smaller dog in his hands at Larkin Stadium
as Pahang visited the Southern Tigers.

Yes, that is how the league kicked-off their new season – in a distasteful manner. I can't
help but think that's only the beginning.

So what were they trying to imply? First thought – that was definitely the FAM president.

Some say it was the FAM president with the smaller dog – Pahang, being well taken care
of. Others say, the main dog is the whole FAM.

Nobody really knows what the tifo was meant to symbolise to this day. At least not that I
know of as yet.

All we know is, it was for FAM. Of course, who else? FAM will never be in peace as far as
I'm concerned.

When they made the tifo and unleashed it for the whole Malaysia and Singapore to see, I
reckon in their minds were that dogs are disgusting, dirty, and just unlikable and they felt
that fits the FAM perfectly or whoever they were referring to.

Somehow, that was taken personally by the Pahang royalty. Tengku Puan Pahang, the
FAM president's wife, who is also Tunku Mahkota Johor (TMJ) Tunku Ismail's aunt,
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described the tifo as extremely rude and that she was embarrassed by what the Johor
fans have done.

The President of Pahang FA, Tengku Abdul Rahman, who is also the brother of the FAM
president too said that he felt sorry for the Johor Darul Takzim (JDT) supporters and their
families.

TMJ was quick to condemn the fans' action, saying he's disappointed but understands
where the fans were coming from. One would wonder, how could the fans, who are so
devoted to TMJ, do something that upset the man who brought their football team to
where they are now?

FAM called up and questioned the fans who were responsible for the tifo and will advise
all the other teams to keep an eye on the fans' tifos ahead of the new season because
anything that's provocative will not be allowed at all.

But honestly FAM, what's new? They have gone through this for many years. "FAM
Bangsat", "Presiden FAM Sila Letak Jawatan", "Rombak FAM"... there will always be
something.

It is time for FAM to learn to ignore the haters and get to work. It is just a waste of time to
question and investigate people over a tifo when the time can be used for other better
things like sorting out a better plan for Malaysia's football youth development?

In football, provocation will always be around. What bothers you shows who you are. Don't
sweat the petty things.

How about taking things in a positive way? Fans are angry because they care. All
criticisms should be a motivation. Don't we say this all the time?

Anyway, in most parts of the world, dogs are men's best friends. They are loving animals,
they are loyal to their owners and in fact they can even be very protective. It is always
about how you see things. – February 6, 2015.

* This is the personal opinion of the writer or publication and does not necessarily
represent the views of The Malaysian Insider.
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In the wake of the massacre in Paris, the whole week has been about fighting for freedom
of speech. And in Malaysian football, freedom of speech is almost like a crime.

We talk about how great Mokhtar Dahari was. What a player he was. He's not known as
Supermokh for nothing. His contribution to the national team will always be remembered.
There's no denying that and we probably will not see another him. I wish I had lived in the
days when Malaysian football was great, I wish I’d witnessed with my own eyes how
amazing Mokhtar was in the 70s and when he won ten Malaysia Cup trophies with
Selangor. Thanks to books and documentaries about him, I learned one or two things
about him and understand why he's respected by all.

As a football player, everyone knows how legendary he was. But not many talk about his
character as a man. I think he's not only admirable as a player, but also as a person. I
didn't realise how forthright he was until I read about him in the excellent book, “Mokhtar
Dahari: Lagenda Bola Sepak Malaysia”.

Besides football, Mokhtar also wrote about his thoughts and feelings about local football.
He had a column called “Mokhtar Dahari Menulis” (Mokhtar Dahari Writes) with Dunia
Sukan magazine in the early 80s. I personally will read articles by a football player,
especially a still-playing player of his calibre. The Football Association of Malaysia (FAM)
probably didn't see this coming and they were evidently uncomfortable when the Selangor
man expressed his disagreement over the new format of the Malaysia Cup. It is said to be
against FIFA rules for amateur players to write, and that forced the column to be renamed
“Dialog Bersama Mokhtar” (Dialogue with Mokhtar). Mokhtar expressing his thoughts
through the media certainly put FAM on the edge. But I feel that was healthy for Malaysian
football.

Players are also part of the game and Mokhtar felt there was nothing wrong with them
expressing their opinion as long as it did not involved FAM's administrative issues. All his
writing was for the benefit of Malaysian football and it was in the end still up to FAM to
consider his thoughts and suggestions. Mokhtar believed FAM could at least review their

Je suis Mokhtar
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weaknesses or anything they lacked when players brought up matters concerning their
training, fixtures and anything related to that.

Mokhtar got into trouble with FAM in 1985 when through his column “On Target” in the
New Straits Times, he wrote about his disagreement with FAM's decision to postpone the
Malaysia Cup 1985 final match from early May to late June. FAM said they had come to
that decision in respect of Ramadan but Mokhtar felt, and he was absolutely confident,
that it was only to avoid clashing with the national team training fixture of who would play a
friendly game against South Korea. To know that he dared question FAM's decision on
mainstream media is refreshing to me because it doesn't happen anymore these days. It
can't happen. It is not allowed to happen.

He was then ordered by FAM to submit an explanation letter on why he should not be
punished and he was eventually charged under FAM Statute Article 23 which banned him
from writing about FAM, including criticising FAM and expressing his disappointment
towards the national football body. It also stated that only the president and the general-
secretary could make any statements through the media. Sounds like the infamous Article
88, no? That was it for Mokhtar and his thoughts.

Among those who were charged under that similar article for expressing their opinion in
recent years were Kelantan FA president Tan Sri Annuar Musa for criticising the national
team's performance, Johor FA president Tunku Ismail for his comment on the quality of
referees in Malaysia and also Perlis FA president  Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim who
demanded transformation within the FAM back in 2013.

If the great Mokhtar were still alive today, he would be shaking his head in dismay to know
that 30 years after he stopped writing, things haven't changed and FAM is still
untouchable.

Je suis Mokhtar. – January 16, 2015.
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By Aysha Ridzuan

Goal Malaysia's Hotseat with Aysha Ridzuan: Ong Kim
Swee on the SEA Games and his future

In her debut with Goal Malaysia, Aysha spoke to the Malaysia U-23
head coach about the recently concluded SEA Games, his players
and what the future holds for him
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After the Malaysia U-23 team returned home empty handed from Myanmar,
failing to defend their SEA Games gold medal, head coach Ong Kim Swee
and his team had to bear with criticisms from the fans. Something that they
didn't really have to deal with since they won gold in 2011.
 
The 43-year-old coach spoke to Goal Malaysia in an exclusive interview.

How are you? What have you been up to after the SEA Games?

I am doing fine now, I think. Currently, I am just spending some time with
my family after being away from them most of the time for the past two
years.
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It has been almost two weeks since SEA Games 2013 ended, do you still
think about it?
 
To tell you the truth, I still can't get over it (failure to defend the gold medal)
but luckily I have my two daughters to cheer me up. It's a difficult situation
to get used to as compared to the 2011 SEA Games. I still feel like I let the
whole nation down.
 

After losing to Indonesia in the semifinal, you had a private talk with the
players the next day. I heard you got a little bit emotional. What did you
say to the boys and how exactly did you feel at that moment?
 
My principle is clear to all the players. I will protect them and be responsible
no matter what the score is as long they give their best in every single
game and during that period few of them were under a lot of pressure and
critics as you're aware.
 
Secondly, the next day after the semifinal I felt very sad to bid farewell to
the players who will be leaving. Those players have been my trusted army
and they had put me where I am now. I wanted them to bring something
back badly as a farewell gift for all their hard work for the past 7 years
especially Irfan Fazail, Thamil Arasu, Fadhli Shas and even for Wan Zack
though he was not with the team.

 
Some people were very critical of you and Harimau Muda. Do you think
it's fair?
 
It's all part of the game. It's normal to be criticized when the team is not
doing well but I'm always positive and I take all criticisms. They will make
me stronger.

 
Safe to say that the boys who were with you for seven years were hurt
the most because they felt as if they have failed you for not defending
the gold medal on their last year with you. How did you feel about these
players leaving you?
 
They are all good boys and as I said being my trusted army and I know they



are very sincere towards their commitment to the team and me throughout
the years. Honestly I feel sad they are leaving but at the same time I'm
happy to see them grow up from school boys (from SSBJ) and now coming
out earning good money. That somehow makes me happy for them and their
families. It's not a surprise that the players would leave as I knew about the
offers they received from Super League teams are very tempting and I don't
blame anybody for that.
 

Most of your players mentioned that Irfan Fazail is your favourite boy in
Harimau Muda. What do you think about that?
 
I think it's good that they know that. All the players look up to him as a
leader and I don't think anyone should complain about it.
 

In your free time now, have you also been considering new offers?
 
I had so many things in my mind right after SEA Games and of course I will
have to decide on my future as soon as everyone is back in the office. 
 

Dato' Hamidin was quoted that he will consider appointing you as the
assistant coach of Malaysia National Team if FAM decided to hire a
foreign coach. What do you think of the idea? Do you think it will benefit
you?
 
It's an honour for me, even as an assistant coach of the National Team. But
most importantly, the new head coach must have a say on this matter too
and then I need to know what my responsibilities are besides assisting him.
If Philippe Troussier or any established coach is hired, then for sure it will
benefit me in a long term.
 

You are now the interim coach of the National Team and will begin your
duties soon. What is the first thing you want to change from the team?
 
Very simple. The mentality needs to be changed and the team spirit needs to
be improved.
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What a year it has been for you and your team. Time to turn a new leaf
now. What's your New Year's wish?
 
From 2014 onwards, actually every year,  I wish to see success in our
football development, youth and national teams by working hand in hand no
matter who we are. Not forgetting our Super League and Premier league
too.

Aysha Ridzuan is the in-house writer & sports production professional for
Astro SuperSport in Kuala Lumpur.
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